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remuiierati^e^ risky^ satlsfyliig, sanitaryf technical^ and 
specialised) , Pour factor analyses were made for each oceupational 
orientiticnt Essentially paralleling the four provinces^ the factors 
weres physical strength reguirod; technologictl speciallzationi 
self *realizatloni remunerativeusss as a source of 
satisfaction/security; simplicity as source of sccurityi 
repiunerativeness and/or sinplioity as giving security, lasults 
indicated^ vccational iwages did condition adolesceiit choicej Trevi^^o 
and Reggie Eiilia adolescents vera Daotivatea by perional 
self-^reallzation in the jobi in Latina and Cosenzar instrumental 
motliratloiis vere operative vhich vera both external and internal to 
the job itself as well as to degree of selfTtalization* (JC) 
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Motmmmntm ©f i# t© 1£ ^ars af age* i^ha tew M^latrt ttelr ^Wlg^* 
tsry i©Nialir^* ert eertiltior^d In thtlr voMtlerol er &ohilftsti© aholc«a by 

the farally* arid ti^ pmmr group* SuGh MriditlsrAfig Is iroro prowureod in tte 
caw of rural youtn* nrt only KeeaMW dlffg^tnt wuil^ »cl&lliatlofi 
eof^ttlQiT* and mmnmAQ mttu^t^Tnm, but aXsa oftw beaww th-i ^Mityr#l va-* 
Jyes der^nant in rur^ arMS ar® rrthar spacial ©rai s^^tow n^ffyrent frm 
tmm pravalent In urtoan artas. In faet* the mral aiwlr^iww Is still rs* 
iatiyely isslatadij, b^h culturallir (fran urN^ md industrial valueaJ ^nd in 
%mm^ af Njrf^n rtlatlmri tewlni Its #pi^s« papulatipn^ whleH in the Q%m 
ef adQlesemnts mmn infrequert Mnteat vsdtti thilr p^ersji TOreovir, tte ni^ 
r@l fm±Xy Is dependent an traditional* eraftg;#ah*likij ^ybelatgnM^insut'ir^ 
pndueitiva syatemst ur^ prt i^fvei iw^ls of ^bfeiof^ whdoh are mn Ifttyltlvt 
than raftlOTal* pmrfottsAm ^ A^to wWch is wt eoniidewd to bs a fcmJa and 
r^mt la mt aatamdd in Itsalf » for tm sptalvli^ftlan it iriVQltfas. but Is 
a jeb whleh mm mgtnm early In »d te ^WLeH aro s&on btcomis aoaiall* 

Ttesa ssnditiahlfigs. twir gpe€t«.fettten arid fktant, H©« bean inalyMd 
Iri a cmplaK and dati^lad Melioia^^al atudy of JtallA^ pfoxAraAt mth 
diffrntS^fig dagraeg &f fftodarrilEaHon In sMli4# M^mtr^d^ mA aultural termg^ 

^inat ttti anvtrortnantal 6aDHgr<bynd Itoadltiofial v@, rtadsrnl* tft® 
dsgrea to whieh convantlarjal iniages wd Job atafaotypift ^arrittian tha vom- 
tiati^l or e holastic choloas of adolascent& has been i^<^^tttnedi Thla eholoe 
Is of great importanca for the sdQlesf^ent** future i it detirmlnti whatf*©r 
tm will tnd up in agrlQUltur©, Industry* or tirtlary aQtlwltlaa* v^hathtr he 
will atop in hli family' a soeial positlDn oi try to ollmb to a higher rung 
on the eooial l^der twithout ®var Knowing proDiiely how high the wng my be 

The atudy of vwatlonal stereotypei* and, rori geneTally# of the mea* 
rdnga attilbut^ to vartoua Jdba has acquirtd & long tradition and a aofisi- 
darabla mass of aitparltnQe# At a mrtter of fast, the first rasearohas on 
vdoatidnal itaraotypaai Gonduetad by Rloe and Littirar In l§26« antadata 
thssa on athnlo starmt^aa. Often the voaatloml senoapta atudlad regard 



ths thra® main pMducitlv© iQCtorsi tlie ^nall fani^r for agrteultur©* tfm 
manual labOMr for Industry^ and thi professlanal man far th^ tertiery 
Si e tor. 

The concept of work is broken dom and analyied with regard to many 
factarss eoDnQrrd.Qi material* Interparaonel (ralatlone with others)* perso- 
nal (its potgntlal for self-realisation]. ^# may refer here to the many 
studleii Df Frledmann ar^ Havlghurst tl954), &Jper [19571 Rosenberg Cia57)# 
InghafTi C197Q)^ and Gasson (1874), 

The psrcaptlon of thass factprs^ or maenlnga^ Is in turn TOnditioned 
by one*! experlenoe of the Job* one*i dlreot or indirect Knowledge of it, 
and the preBtlge that the aoclal eyBtam attrlbutea to it. This is defnonstra^ 
ted by one of our findings: in traditional rural areas tas opposed to mtB 
modern onesJ egrloultural labor la oonilderably underestimated and industrial 
labor oorresporidlngly overestimated, All this goae to show how grBat an in- 
fluenDe may ba s^circiied by the degna of steriotyplng on vocatlcmal 0valu£ 
tlons and hsncs on the Isanlngs and aholcis of the individual ir 

Furthermore, the varioua Implloatlons or meanlngi of the ooncept of 
work directly Involva the lndl\rf.dual'B needs Cclr.tha hierarchy of human 
needs dewloped by I1aslnw)j thus, work ntay oome to satisfy certain specif lo 
ir^ividual naeds, such es econonilc or vocatiunal e^ourity, Belf-esteefn, 
self -rial lEatlon • 

Aceordlng to Maslow^s theory of needs, only whan his lower neadi [such 
as survi^^al) art satls-^led does an Individual begin to heed higher needs 
(safety, ssourtty, and so on up to self-realization). Starting from this pre 
supposition* fBaason theorizes that the satisfaction of individual needs 
that lies at ths basis of any vocational optisn changes iradually as one 
passes from traditional to modem an vlronmentSi and frDm law to high socio* 
ecQnofrt.c statu 

Obvloysly* for the purposes of our study of the nultural- nrauBss invol* 
vBd in the concepts of agricultural and Industrtal worfe which influsnce the 
vocational chalcei of rural adolsscents, it is important to distinguish the 
type of needs that thmy expect to be satisfied by the type of wark for which 
they opt. In pftfticLO^, if agricultural labor Is opted for^ one may obsen/a 
how this job is consldeMd, l#e, whathar It is meraly Instrumental In obtal- 
alng ucyrlty< prestige, et&ft« or wNth@r it Is viewed as tending to lead to 



A correct appraisal of the motivation of such a choioe is very ifmportanli 
inasfnuoh as it allows ua to understand today the personality struotur® of 
tomorrow' s f^rniars. 

2, The Flald of Studyi Four Italian ProvlncBs 

An adolBanent's orientation tcwards hli own futur© depsnda on many va- 
rlabliEs: whether ha lives in an Isolated or highly urbanized araaj whether 
his standard of living Is high or lowj whether aooiety Is highly mobile or 
largely stablei jhethar the exGias rural population finds an outlet In the 
industrial areas of the region or smigrates to more highly dsvaloped areas 
of other regiois or countrlBSj whether the process of rationalization of 
farming tschniquia has a long and enlightened tradition^ or hsa not even 
begun, the agricultural activity thus reamlnlng at a subalstsncs level j 
whether the interrelationships of the diverse soolal elementa of the coun-' 
tryslde are more o^ leas Intensei whether. In sum^ a traditional society In 
which the ioolal funotlone are e^erolsod by e few Institutions li giving way 
to a more modBrn soolety In whloh rational behavioral patterns prevail and 
the soolal funotiona are entrusted to a multlpllolty of InstltutlQna. 

Such was the cpmplexlty of the problem that It was felt necessary to 
compare different rural oonteKta (and hence different social and eaanernic 
raalities) . 

On the one hand, Coaenza, in Southern Italy, may be oonsldsred repre* 
sentative of a rural and social situation which Is still baBlcally tradltiq 
nl (although even here changes are to be observed) j up to now It has 
malnid rather Isolated and marked by a geographical and anvlMnmental situa 
tion which renders difficult a new# incisive agricultural davmlopmrnfft » On 
the other hanri^ the northern provinces of Regglo Emilia and Tre\dio may be 
taken as indlQative of a developid ecnnomlc area such as the Po Valley, There 
are* however, differences betwosn the agricultures of these two provlnoesi 
for, though the spii is much the same In both casesp the use patterns to 
which it is put vary according to the local cultura and structure of land 
ownership, but abovs all because of tt^ dlffertnt social evolution of the 
rural classes, the different degree of Industrialization, and the more or 
less recent reception given to progressive IriQas and hence tha different 
reldtlgniMp to tradition • ^ 
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The fourth area of study is the provinco of latlna^ In Qintral Jtal^^ 
:Tt was officially born In 1934. Until that time rnost of the terrttory mB 
Ewampy and malarial, and conssquently uninhabited * left to Itself. Ths arn- 
bltlous land realOTatlon praject of the Pontine rnarshss Qstabllshed the 
pity of Latina* as well as smallsr towns and vlllagesj which aerved as vi- 
tal nervQ centers for the now human ssttlQmQnt, Ths population oanrts from 
thm VonQto, EmUia and Romaina, and mom from local arQasi later they 
were Joined by Southern ItQlJans and Italian omigrants from Istrla, Tunl- 
sla and Libya, These two factors Ctho nearly total absence of inhabitants be 
fore rEclamation and ths hsterogsneousnGss of tha new inhabitants' oultural 
bacKgrounds) make it posslbls, at least thBOretlcally, to analyzs in depth 
cortaln mechanisms of change in soclcl claasej and systems which are more 
closely tlod than others to traditional valuss. 
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3 . The connQtations of agricultural and Industrial labor 

3 •! i T^h£ research reth£d 

The working achsmo used to study the implications of the two types Qf 
work consists of two ssrles of flftsen adjective eGales (divided into "very", 
"fairly", "not VBry'% '*not at all") regarding mmm aipects of work in gana'^ 
ral, the personal satiafaotion Q)cpeoted from it, and the dGgree of techno^ 
logicol change invols/ed in Iti The adjectives used In the questionnaire arst 
indepsndent^ secure, simple jprestlglous, original* requiring initiativej 
fres# monotonousi requiring saDrlfice, remunerative, rieky, satlsfylngj sa^ 
nitary^ speclaliied* technical. 

These fifteen adJectivQ icales point up cbvlous features of agrlcultu* 
ral and industrial 3abor. Presumably, they rsfer to latent and moro general 
connotatione of the concQpta of the two types of work. Thus it hpcomas 
important^ for our purposes, to identify the undsrlylng connotations by 
isolating clustBrs which constitute a factor indspQndent of the others* and 
also by analyzing the internal structure of each of thsss factors, identi- 
fying the direction and the entity of the loadings of the adjectives with 
the factor. 

Q Factor analysis is the most approprlati rrethod for elaborating lych 

data. Hs4^ it is used In the iolytion of the fnelri component s« follpwdd 



by orthogonal rotation In accordance with the "varlmax" mtthod. 

eight faator analyaos wars mads tfour for the concept of "agricultural 
work", and four for "industrial worKl. The vocational connotations thty 
refers to, and wlnlch are hencs Implied In the two concepts, are Indicated 
by the fDliowlng faotors (which, in the main, ars parallBl f r the four 
provlncea]= tichnaloglcal specialization, physical strength required, self- 
fceailzatlcn, ramunerativenesi as a souroo of satlsfactlDn and BQcurlty, 
iimpliciti. a source of security, remuneratlvoniss as giving prestige and 
security, rsmunBratlvoness and/or simplicity as giving SBcurity. 

At this point it Is useful to give a brief skBtch of the semflntlc 
cennotatiana of the two concopts. with a short discussion of the loading 
ooefflclenta of the fldjactlvaa that oompasQ them. 

3.2. Ag£iQi]i^tur£l__iabor 

Parallel factor 1: Tschnologlcal soaclalization 





Trevi so 


Rogglo E. 


Latina 


Co senza 


Specialized 


.84 


.86 


.91 


.85 


Technioal 


,80 


.84 


,87 


.88 


Sacura 


,36 


.08 


.14 


-.09 


Satisfying 


,53 


.06 


.16 


.33 


Sanitary 


.44 


.20 


.52 


.31 


RamuneratlvQ 


.43 


.04 


.OS 


.07 



Given the high loading In "speoializBd" and "technical", the first 
parallsl factor may be called "tachnclogloal spsclalizatlcn", in the senea 
that specialtiatlon in agricultural labor Is obtained by greater knowledga 
and use of forming tgchnplogy. This if^piiBs a conoaption of agricultural 
labor as a trado, which thus requires spBclallied training. Such training 
Should not be llmltBd to the Knowladgo of farming teohnlquas. but should 
include some acqualntanct with industrial techniques, maohlnery, the "pro- 
feaslonaaizatlon" of soma phases of agrioultural labor, etc. 

In general, technological spsclalizatlon is positively oorrslated with 
good sanitary conditions. This means that young peopls coming from rural 
environments ^here such specialization exists are assured of the Industrial 
reepsotabUit/ of agricultural worK, in which the moat dapreaalng and "un- 8 



dignified" eipeots are left to machines, these moderrt servants of man* 

Lastly, It shauld be pointed out that the young people of Trevlso enlar 
ge the semantic connotations of this concept, connectlni It with sueh Impor* 
tant features as security, satisfaction, and remunerf»tlvBneis . Apparent lyj 
for these adolBscents the actual possession of a brade, or the aspiration to 
have one, gives security In its remunerati veness and, perhaps, in the inter- 
changeability of agricultural and industrial labon for this reason thiy de- 
rive psychological satlsfactlDn from ths fiellng of having a type of employ- 
ment which is no less modern for being In ths agricultural sector. 
Parallel factor II • Phygical strsngth 





Trsv/lsD 


Rbep.1o E. 


Latlna 


Coisnza 


Risky 


.72 


.71 


.60 


.79 


Monotonous 


.se 


.39 


.22 


.36 


Requiring sacrifica 


,44 


.78 


.76 


.75 


Simp Is 


,44 


,□6 


,05 


.02 


Secure 


.40 


.26 


-.02 


.08 


Requiring InltiativB 


-.02 


-.20 


-.52 


-.05 



Tho pdrallellsm betwegn the four factors Is very high, especially 
between the provinces of Regglo Emilia, Latlna and Coeenza, At Trevlso 
"monotonous" tends to replace "requlrtng sacrifice^ among the adjectives 
that most heavily load the factor, and the presenci of the adjeGtives "sim- 
ple" and "secure" render the meaning even morf compleK* 

There is a basic association between the degree of heavy manual labor 
required and the rlsK involvedi thus, for a rural adolGscent a Job '-requires 
sacrifice^ if It is ^' risky" and vice verso. 

Parallel factor Jilt Remunerativeneis as giving iatlsfaction and security 





Traviso 


Regglo E. 


Latlna 


Cosenza 


RsmunBratlvs 


.43 


.80 


- .84 


.73 


Satisfying 


.S3 


.61 


-.64 


.S3 


Sanitary 


.44 


.63 


-.20 


.83 


Secure 


.56 


.47 


-.49 


.47 


Prestigious 


.23 


.06 


-.53 


.81 


Free 


.05 


.53 


.14 


.37 


SpeciallzBd 


.84 


.03 


-.08 


.24 


Technical 


.60 


,17 


-.IS 


.17 
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The four factora shoro tho adjoctiv/os relating to payQhologlcal satl- 
sfaetlon and security (©^pressed In terms of rBmuneratlveneii) * The economiD 
security eKpscted from agricultural worK indlcatas an attitude whiah is 
widespread In iyaluating vooations, sines it is encountsred even In the cass 
or industrial labori On the other hand* such econDmlc security is not in 
cantredictlon with a modern attitude* which strQesoe open'-mindednQss and 
Initiative, becausp It disassociatos gQcyrity from anKiety of the now or 
from ownership and fram thQ typo of interaction with othors in agricultural 
work, and founds this sEcurlty on tho fluctuating fortunes of QCQnomio in-* 
tere sts- 

This Kind of scDCurlty is J necessary but not sufficient condition to 
indicate a madern attitudG In consldor:,ng Qntroproneural activity in agri- 
culture. There are m^ny reasons for this^ (13 □fton even those who do not 
desire to undLirtaKe an ertrapreneural role in agrloulture may base the 
security of tht^ir Jobs tin industryj for excmplaD on "how much they eern"^i 
and use this as a yardstlcK for comparing Jobs of choosing one rather than 
another. (2) The adject r'.ve "secure" ahawe a low and diffused loading with 
regard to all the factors of the four factor analyses. This means that 
th^ adjective acquires a plethora of meanings^ which refer to remuneratiVQ 
ness, simpllcltyj riskiness, etc. C3) Within the gsnaral Indication "rerrw- 
nerativeness as giving security", there are differGnt "syndromaa", ina^uch 
as the structure of the factor at Trevlso Is dlfforGnt from that in Reggio 
^illa, and both differ from those of Latlna and CDssnza, 



Parallel factor IMi Simp 


jlicity as n 


sourcB of security 








TrBvlso 


Ragglo E. 


Latina 


Co sanza 


Simple 


.44 


.76 


.84 


.89 


Sscura 


.40 


.32 


.60 


.62 


Monatorous 


-.56 


.56 


.26 


.32 


RisKy 


-.72 


.03 


-.06 


.03 


Requiring InitlativEs 


-.02 


-.47 


.07 


-.04 


Rsqulring saorlflcts 


-.44 


-.03 


-.03 


-.08 



Although a certain basic paralleliim exists in the connotations of 
neurit y and simpllGlty in agricultural labor, there are some rignif leant 
^ diffsroncas betweon the four areas studied, and in particular betwain Ri£ 

Msa gio imlUa« on the one hand, and TrsvisQi Utlna and Cosenia on the other. 
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For the adDlcfiGanta of Rsggio Emilia^ if agricultural work 1b conii* 
dared "simplQ", it is also cansidtjred "monotonous" and aa "not rsqulrlng 
initlativQ"! vica verse', when it is Dansidared conplexj it Is also varied* 
pleasant, and roquirGs initiativs. This conception of tha simpllnity or 
complexity of agricultural work is based on concrstG and objoctive crito'^ 
ria, rather than on subjoctive and emotional gvaluationB. 

The adalascents nf Troviso Intorprot the simplicity and security of 
agricultural work more in material and concroto tprms Cnot risky* not mono- 
tonous* not fatiguing]. 

At Latin:' cmd Cosenza the prevalent notion of security is oloiely tied 
up with the simp3icity of agricultural worki This domonstrLitos a certain 
anxiety towardB whatever is complex* as happens in industrial labor* There 
seems to be some ambivalence towards technological spQCialization* On the 
□ne hand, it is acknowlGdged that such specialisation givea greater prQSti^ 
go, a higher inoomej more sanitary working conditions, stc.i on the other 
ha Jj there Is an attituds of Inseourity towards that "unoKplored" side of 
agriculture, and the tenrptatlon to revalue the almplicity of the rhythmi 
of the traditional manner of farmingp 

Parallel factor \li Self ^realization 





Travlso 


Roggio E 


Latlna 


Cosenza 


Free 


-.75 


.42 


,69 


-.Bl 


Indapandsnt 


-.56 


.66 


.58 


-.16 


Raquirlng Initlatlvs 


-.60 


.47 


.52 


-.81 


Original 


-.18 


.66 


.48 


-.72 


Pre stigiDus 


.21 


.56 


.27 


-.18 


RBquiring sacrlfico 


-,B0 


-.04 


-.11 


.03 


Monotonous 


.11 


-.27 


-.54 


-.11 


This factor CBntBrs 


around the 


adjectival 


ralating to the 


type of 



action implied in agricultural worki independent, requiring Inltiativei 
freej original. The action these adjectiyss refer to is taken In reference 
to other people. Agricultural work is felt to be independent of Qthers, 
henCG free from external conditionings, thus requiring initiative, and 
finally original. 

^ The dlffirincis between the four situations regard only marginal 

ERIC aspects of the concept of self -realisation. For the young people of Tre* 
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visP, the frGetJum, trtJijpuriUencs, and Initletiva tvp action Implied in this 
Kind of agriculturaal HiPrk invalve seuriiicQs in carrying it out] t^hereas 
for thD young p&ople of ^eggio Bmilie it confers ptmrtig^, and thay end up 
by judging it varied ^rel not monotonDus. 

3 ,3 . WorK^in ?^ndast£^_ 

ParaUel f^itor in Se^lf- realization 





7 ri^'i 


Reggio E, 


patina 


Cos€Jiza 


Requlrlnfj Inltiatjye, 


.78 


.73 


-.77 


.76 


Orlginil 


.69 


.52 


-.60 


.71 


IndepandQnt 


,45 


.85 


-.71 


.37 


Frea 


.64 


.66 


-.68 


.26 


Pra stigious 


.24 


.35 


-.58 


.26 


Satisfying 


.41 


.38 


-.46 


.06 


Monatonous 


".21 


-.37 


.IS 


-.44 


Requiring aacrifica 


-.12 


-.06 


.05 


-.44 



*'SGlf--r23lizatxon" here is eKplained by the naturo of industrial labor; 
which la carried out In ralatlon to other Indlv/ldualsi, Thus qLjalltlss such 
as InitlativQ. frcsdom, and Indapandence taRa on Qspecial aignificancs . flay 
one QonQludg that these adoleicants consider a Job original* and Indirectly 
prestige -giving* when it is free and requires initiative? It rsally ssems 
that thoae young people have develapsd their image of industrial and agrl^ 
cultural worK in these terms. 

Even the prestige of industrial labor falls into this Images either 
directly tn the stiijcturs of tha factor tas in Latlna) or Indirectly* ^ith 
a consistently significant loading tas in the other threQ provinces). 

"Sel^-rBaliiatlon*' is bound up with emDtlanal aatlsf action in thrGs 
of the four provinces CCQsenia la the ixcaptionl* This semantic connota- 
tion, so IntBreiting and cDmplote on account of the foundQtion of presttge 
and satisfaction that "self -rsallzatlan'- comes to assurne, sesms to Indlca^ 
te a not easily attainable Ideal* inasmuch as IndQpQndenci, InltlitlvQ, 
Q and fraedom are seldom to be found in industrial typai of labor. 
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faotori and far tshiir digree o-f Joedingt t^ue msaning pf tiphni^lDglD^i 
spaplilizatSori ie not to bs found %a m -ich in ttig nsQd ioT s/ocational -Crai- 
nlng as in its Q^niequenoss-i Iii ^act, a highly ^Qhanliid Jab Is less **dirty*' 
than mariuaa labor whlcri le par^orfnid ^dLthoufc tlii aid fnaohlnes* Thim Bma 
Qlatlon of **tschriiDsl'' and ^ipectaliigd" vith the etij^otive "eanltsry'' leads 
one to consider thi QpniBquenDes of luch speolalliatlpn Cl.e., cltarillniSs) . 

The liquation Mtlna ia rnQre compaaKi Thersj tndeid* other inpli- 
cations or fixpfiQt atiane DonniGtid wtth "tecNnologiaal specializatlori*' are 
'•isnlt^ry QCnditliDnp"* ^r«fmjnB3Pati\/©nQ0s'^ j'*sicurlty*S and "payohcPlogical 
sfltiafaction% 
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The thia^d sarallil fact er may be o si led "physipal itrtngth", as l a 
conesptgaUy sinilar to the coraipponding conoept of agrlGultural work- Aiio 
In the eaii of Industrial work, rLiMl adQliicinta relati physlGsl itrenith, 
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or fatlgulngnosi* with the monotonous and risky oharaotsr of the work twh©re 
the risk is mori physiGal than sconDnrilo) , FyrthGrmori, sKcept for Cosenza, 
there is a general propensity to assaolate thiss nagatlve foatures with ufi 
eaniterv working Dondltlonsi Donsequgntlyj thi abssnpe of thess features 
Domes to be Bynonymoua with a "clean*' job* ConsldBring that even highly 
tichnical and epepialized Jobi In industry btb judged to be sanltaryj It is 
easy to see that specialization ii viewod as a sort of panaeea by reana of 
whloh soma of the moat undesirable aspiGti of work can bs QVircoma» 

The model descried at the beginning of this discussion of physical 
strength appBars with groater clarity at Regglo Emilia and Latlna* whlla at 
Trevlso and Casan^a It taKes on broadir and mora problematical aonnotatiaria 
with the incluB:i.on In the concept of the adjsotlva "independent". 

Parallol fastor IVai RgrnunBratlvsnBse as a source of prestlgo and soourity 

Trgvleo Rsggio E . Latina Coaenza 

Preitlgioui ,70 ,S8 

Remunerative .61 ,70 

Seoure ,49 ,52 

Satisfying i4X ,78 

Sanitary .48 .13 

Monotonous ^iOS -.54 

In the fourth faotor, the parallQllsm Is dlvldsd into two GonDeptual 
dimensions. In the first , relating to Trevlso and CoaenEa* prestigs and ri 
rnunerativenaaa aro dlrsotly oonneDtad with securityj In the seGond, rela- 
ting to Regglo Bnllla and Coaenfa, security is conneated w^th remunsratlve 
neae and simplicity , 

The components of thi first part of this faDtor are subBtantlelly the 
samsi even though the degrsB of loading varlea. Prsstige and rsmuneratlve- 
nessi InaOTuch as they ars oannectcid with escurity* may be conaidared ne*- 
ceasary conditions In ordBr that industrial labor be secure. In its turn, 
such security gtvca rise to paychologlGal iatlsf action { "satisfying") *ThJs 
ascurlty here Is to be analyzed in tornii of eeononnlc Donvsnlence and the' 
enhancenient of ons's Job itatua C "preatlgious*) . 

er|c 14 



Parailil faGtor IV bi Rgmur^iritivenQsa and /or simpllGAty as a sou rco of 

seourity 

Trevlso Rggglo Latin a CQsgnza 

Siniple -,59 .70 

Secur© -.S3 .64 

Rsfnuneratlve -.62 .22 

WonPtonoui -^.42 .30 

Fret -.32 .67 

Indipandint -.32 .SB 

ThB second dlmsnaiQn of ths concept of aeoijrity rsgarts Regglo Ernillfl 
and, onoi morij Cosenia. It is to te analysed In tsrme of rimpllQlty ancl/or 
riniijrjBrativenaas. The parallelism herra is not p^rfeotr for the adolescents 
of Reg|tD Erollia* in fact* mmvtX^ Is asaoQieted not only with the wage 
level that the Job pffers* but alio with the ElnipllGlty of ths activity 
InvDlved. In thle way they attempt to banlah the ansdety th^y fesl towards 
the QoniplBx rhythmi of Indgitilal wrk, The young piople of Coienza place 
©van grsatir Gmphesia on ths stmpllQlty of the vgorK m a BQurci of secyrlty^ 
whloh thus Is largely a pByphologlQal' dsfense agiina^. the anxiety that 
aomplicated industrial work arouses. 

3i4, Ge^eral^ £0£BW£rjt ion^s^nji t^h^ cc)nn£tations of 

ths. two Mnc£p t^i_ 

First of all. It ahould bs nottd that the paraiiallsin of the semantle 
Qonnotatlons of ths concepts of Industrial and agrlqultural labor 1b grea* 
ttr f or ths former than for the latter. This reaglt should come as no 
surprlsQ If ons considers that thi concBptloh of Industrial labor theis 
rural adolQecente hays acquired is a reflection of the irnagi of it pre^ 
sented to thim by the state iohoDls end by the masa ffiedla, and hence it 
la rootid In the general values of an Industrtal society* Their Image of 
agrioultural work, on the other handu depends more aoncretsly on the ipe* 
clflc situation of their families and thilr rural aria, 

Sacondly, a compartson o-F the profiles taksn on by the meanings of 
the ccncspta shows that Industrial work is favored by its greater techno 
logical spBGlallzatlon, mnunerativeniSB, and Isgser physical effort re* 
quired, while agricultural labor is thought to gls/e greater poaslbllltleg 



ERJC of iilf -riallzstiqn. However^ thffs© tindenei^i st^^ in apcordanQe with ^ 
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Figure 1 - Profile for tm fpur pMvlnass of the mQaningn attributed by the 
adolescents to agricultural work 
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Figure 2 - Profils for the four provlrteGs of the meanings attrtbutsd by the 
ndoliaeents to In^ystrtal work 
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whit hi r the cultural envlronmont In which the adolsic#nts liva is mors or 
l©ii traditional or modsrn. In faot, in Cosenza tp»ira la a tindency to over 
atlmate industrial labor and definitQly undereetlmatQ Qgricultural worK. 
As ong movis towarts more modem arsaSi thi Judgrtients given of the tm 
types of vocation tend to bQCome leas one^aidsd and to bt txpreseed in 
lass etersotyped forms- 

Qbvlouvily, all tWs InfluencQS the choices of future job mad© by 
rural adolescents. Their deQieions depend on their ekpectations and valueSj 
ass for example i whsther grsater weight ii attsched to self *rielizatlm or 
to suph faQtore as higher pay, aecurttyj and teehnQloglcal ipiciallEatlorii 

4. A ppeal o--^ the vocational or scholastic chDlsia mada by rural adoleEcenta 

A brief rertiinder of the orlBntatiQns, aiplrationB and vcaational or 
BOholaBtiG Qhcloes of these adolesGents is tndispinsable if one wlBhie to 
understand better the cultural cauise undsrlylni them. 

The aipiratlons of the adcl.escsnts concerned ooinoide to a large extent 
with the dasirts of thilr parents for thsms 

Of the young people sanpled, 65% desire to continue their ^udleei most 
of those wish ta study Bubjicti which lead to emplo^ent in the tertiary 
sector. Fewer than 10% of them opt for agrloulturejf about helf of them in- 
tend to study agrarian aclBnce* the others expsct to go to work inmidlitelyi 
The decision to study ia rnore comTOn in the Southern provinces* where the 
oppoaita is true for vocational choice b. 

For the moat part C70%] such choloes ere made for "expreislve^ lubjoc 
tlve reasons, because the school indicated is -'liked". The other 30% fnaki 
"InBtrumental" choices with an ulterior aim in ralnd. 

The agrarian and Induatrial Bchools prafGrred are located near hornei 
whereas they are far away Csomeclmes very far away) in the case of mars 
difficult schools, or whin only a non-specific doclsion to "go on stud^lng*^ 
is made. 

Whether an adolBscent eKpressea one aspiration or another dopendB on 
dlverea factors, auch asi the number of school yoara repeated* If anyj 
job experlBncQ during schQol ysarsi iqki aubjaative CeHpressiva] or In* 
strumental motlvatlonsj the diatance between school and hOfTisi number of 
flbllrigii thi structure of thi fafTdly and Iti presiurs tc rnaKd a apeeifle 
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Table I - AdolBsoents* icholastic and vocational choices and provlncea of 
resldsncs 



AdolescBnts ' schola- 
atle and^ voeatlonal 
cholDsi: 



ProvlncB of rgsldanoB i 

Trevlso Reggio E, Latin a CosenEa In gsneral 



Study ; 

Induatrial vocational/ 
technical high schools 

CommsrDlal vocational/ 
teohnloal high schools, 
gpsmnar schools, tBfloher- 
tralning schools, etc. 

Agrarian vocational/ 
tochnloal high schooli 

Continue atudylng, 
without specifying in 
what type of school 



15.3 



2S,1 



4,7 



a, 5 



13,4 



25,7 



4.9 



12,4 



11,5 



43,8 



2,9 



13,0 



18,3 



41.7 



e,7 



10,6 



14.7 



34.0 



5.3 



11,0 



Go to work immedlatgly ; 
Agricultural work 

Spscified non-agrloultu 
ral Jobs " 

Go to work (non-specific) 



2,5 
23,0 
13,2 



4,0 

22,8 
3,4 



7,2 
14,9 
1,4 



2,6 
12,8 
1,4 



4.1 
18,4 
5.1 



Dobs not know 



7,7 



13.4 



5,3 



3,7 



7,4 



Totals 



100.0 
C235) 



iro.o 

1202) 



IDO.Q 
(208) 



ltX3,0 
£210) 



100,0 
f883) 



80.436 



p < .001 



.32 
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of asricultural and industrial labor: whither it is self ^realiEing, spscia- 
lizedj fatiguing, lecure, or net, 

5 B How the I magQs of agriDultural and Industrial worH InfluincB vooatlo' ^al 
Qholaes 

In order to verify how such cultural images Mnditlon vocatipnal ohoi- 
eesj it Is nsGGSgary to maKe a scale (test) of the variables that oomposQ 
eaDh of the factori iKamined in the prsceding eeotions That is, the factor 
must be mDaiiiredi 

For this purpose, the moBt apprDprtate test, for a first approKimation, 
im Snsdsaor's **F"* whioh is here utilizidB 

The application of thla teet ("F'-J indicatea thi follQwing cultural di 
menalons as □onditloning ths x^gatiDnal or aoholaatic choices of the rural 
adolescents. Namely, their chojDss are ilgnifloantly influtnced by attitude 
toward SI 

IJ the •*silf-^rBallzatlon" of agrlaultural work, for those of Triviso 

(F ^ 2,35i p < .OSJi 
2) the **Belf-rQallzing potential" CF ^ 3,S3i p < pOOlJ and "fatlguingnesa'* 

Cphyalcal strength] CF s 4^51, p < ,001] of Industrial labor, for those 

of Travlsoj 

3J the *'salf -raalizing potential" of agricultural worK CF ^ 2,42f p < .01], 
for those of Heggio Emlllaj 

4) the "fatigulngnesa" (phyaical atrength] of agricultural work CF ^ 2t21j 
p < .OS), for thoie of Latlnaj 

5) the "'fatlguingnoBB^ Cphyslcal etrength) of industrial work CF ^ l*99j 
p < *0S), for tmuB of Latlnaj 

6) the ''tGChnological spQciallEatlon" of Industrial work CF * 2,90| p < ,01 J, 
for those of Cosenzfl. 

Slnco t\m "F'* tost of Snodeeor gives a rather approKlmatQ indlQation of 
the maariingfulneee of auch condltlonlngsi it may be interesting to report 
somB other conditionings which, thorgh not BlgniflDant general ly, may be so 
looally. Theea arg differentiations among the various cholosa which, aocor- 
ding to thi "F" test of Snedecor* are almost significant tfrom .OS to .10]. 
Thus one obsBrves a tendincy for the cholci mads to be conditioned by atti- 



1) the fetlguingfioss f*'nhys.lsal strBngth"J of agricultural wrk, for those 
of Travlsoi 

2) the "tichnalogloal specialiiation" of agricultgral worK, for those of 
Reggio Emilia I 

3} the "rimuneratlvsniss as a sourci of satisfaction and security" of agrl 

Qultural work^ for those of Latinai 
43 the "self -realizing potintlal** of induatriai work, for thois of Latlnaj 
53 the "sslf *reclizlng potential" of induBtrlal work^ for those of Coaenza. 

The basic cultural Imagis which etruGture the aoncept and idea of agrl 
cultural and Industrial work, and which InfluencB vocational choices* are 
" taphnologloal specialiEation '^ and " f atiguingneas " ("the physical strength"3# 
which □haracterize luoh work* and the " aelf^reali^a t.ion" insured to the 
person who pirforrns it. This cultural influence in its turn depQnds on .lany 
other cauaes, which refsr not only to the "way" In which the work is carried 
on but also to the social ©steem In which it Is held and the eatlsfaotlon 
it can offer* It is for this reason that the cultural conditlonihg on voca-* 
tional Qhoiooa acquirea different specific connotetlons and importance in 
the four provinces. 

At TrQviso, the adolescents* choices are conditioned by the ''iQlf-rea 
lizatlon" that agricultural and industrial work can offer^ and by the phy- 
aical features characterising the tm types of work, while •^tsDhnologicai 
epeplallzatlon" is not particularly raqulred for their specific vocations 
or scholastic decisions. At Rigglo Emilia, tooi the greater or lesser " self * 
realization" olfered by agricultural work takes on decisive importance for 
the scholastic or vocational choice j in second place comes "teGhnologlcal 
sp8olalization"p 

The characteri sties of Industrial work do not lead to particular de- 
cislons* inasmuch as all the adolescents considered have devilopsd slmller 
ideas of luch work. This means that they have all acquired the aame ideas 
and Images of Industrial labor, end hence these ideas do not influence 
their vocational or scholastic choices in any way, not even In the case 
of one who dailrBS to undertake activities or studies which lead to careers 
in industry- In other words^i the choice of Industrial work la conditioned 
by attitudoa, values and situations which have notW.ng to do with the spa 
clflp characteristics of Industrilal work or the satisfaction It can give. 
This oonfinns the "Instrument si rrotivatlon'' undBrlylng such m oheiee* a 



fact whleh has already been obrarvid in othor iocial envlronmenta. 

At Latlna, the adolBsoents' choices are Influencid by the physical 

DheraptBrlBtlos t^phyilcal strength"), or the great ir or laassr amount of 
fatiguing phyelcal latpor required by agricultural or industrial worK in 
their aonceptions of themi Ths other Bemantic GomponentB do not leem to 
asiums tha botq ImportenDe they have in the Northern pro\d.ncea (as regards 
**aelf^realiiatian"), or even in Cosenia C "technologlQal spicialization''l • 

Lastly, it should be observed that at Cosenia ihi oonosption of agri 
cultural worK* In its thrss main featurei Cbut the same is true of the ss 
condary featuros as w@ll3 of "BGlf-rQalizatlon^. "fatlguingness" C"physioal 
strength") and "tsohnologlcal specialization" , does not Influence the ado- 
lescents' choiaeSj which therefore depend on oKtirnal faQtora unrelated to 
this □onDeption* Or rather^ the generallied internalization of these imagea 
of agricultural work which all the young people have developed, whatever 
choice they may maKe, reflects an image which penneates the entire society 
in which they live» And lines this image of agricultural work ia decidedly 
negative (as a reading of the profile in Figure 1 ihowa) , it ie clear that 
in their social aystom there is a gsnerallEed rejGCtlQn of agricultural 
wcrk. In this case the image of agricultural work sKsrclsei its influence 
net so much on the choices of Individual adolescents as on this class as 
a whole, inasmuch as the Dultural valua syitem of the environment In which 
they live logitirnl:ies such an image. 

Rather, at CoaenEa the adolescents' cholCQs are conditioned by the 
image relating to the "teDhnologlcal apQclallEatlon" of Industrial works 
This means that a dQclslve role la played proQliely by the **tBChnologlcal 
specialization'' of a job which is per ss speclallgod, as Industrial Jobs arSi 

The cultural conditionings examined acquire even greater cognitive 
Importance If one trtlea to Identify the modalities of aotuallzatlQn# and 
hence in what sehse each of the vocational or scholaBtlc choices is In- 
fluenced- To this end* Figurea 3, 4, S, 6, 7# 8, and S lathor together the 
cholcea In the geomstrio ipeoe formsd by the cultural Images of agricultu- 
ral and Industrial work which condition them significantly (or nearly signi- 
ficantly). 

Tho cholcei are thus located in this apacs, and the relationship of 
^ each of them with the othera can be Interpreted mora readily. This can be 

ERJC itated In the following points, 21 



(11 The eonoipt of agrioultural worK as ha\/ing a high "self -real ill ng 
potential*' and as bging not very fatiguing t "physical etren|th*'Ji and vies 
versa of industrial worK as having a low self -rQaaizing potintlsl and as 
being very fatiguing ,orlBntates the adolffsotnts of TrBVlso towards agrarian 
studies (Flguree 3 and 4) . 

At the opposits pole are those adolescents orientated towards Indu-^ 
rtrlal studies or imsdiate Jobi outside the field of Qgrlcultgrs* Thsy 
highly value the ielf-rsalizatlQn eniured by industrial work, and oorreapon 
dingly underestimats that offered by agricultural work. Likewlee, they do 
not Goniider Industrial work very fatlgytngi while for agripultural worK 
their judgrtient of the amount of physical labor required does not differ 
from that given by adoleicents opting for other futures- 

Thirdly, the position of the adolisoents orientated in the direction of 
immediate agricultural work or else "the profession of housewife" may be In* 
terpreted as meaning that, though agrlaulturel work is not aonBldered very 
fatiguing, it doss not give loopo for "self "rsalliation" either (in the sen^ 
ie of riallEini oneself through one'i work), whereas Industrial work la 
ooniidered not only easy (not very fatigulngJi but alio rilatlvely "self- 
realizing** and gratifying (with respiot to those who are oriented towards 
other ohoicsi). One pDislble conclusion Is that these young people have 
already had Qxperlenoe of agricultural work (and are thus used to its fa- 
tigulngness) , and are dlsBnchantsd with its potential to ensure **ielf *re£ 
ligation"* The opinneBS towarts, if not ovsrestlmatlon of* industrial worK 
on the part of those who wish to go to work immsdlately in the fields aeems 
to indioate that their ohoice of sueh work la imposed^ ratrBr than really 
desired I by nesds extrinsic to their will, whether these be looated in the 
family, the farm, or the society, or all of them together. 

Lastly, adolssoGnts onentated towards studies leading to jobs In the 
tertiary sectar, or indlDatlng only a general desire to study or worK# 
Dooupy interfnsdlate positions in thslr judgment on the "potential for self* 
realliation" and fatigulngnesi ("physical Btrangth") of agricultural and ' 
induit^l worK, 

This mdml of allocation of the vocational groups in their perception 
of agricultural and industrial work (agricultural/induitrlal vooatlonsj 
^ other vocatlonii induetrlal/agrlcultursl vooatlons) eonflrrns the hypot heals 

ERJjC , that farming populations feel the contrast of thiir world with that of 2$ 



industry mora ktenly than with activltiea in the tertiary sector. 

(2) The adolescents of Regglo Emilia (Flgurs 53 are also innuenosd In 
their ohoiess by thtlr psrceptlon of agricultural work as baLng more or lets 
-aelf-rBfllizlng", and, sicondarlly, by the fact that it li highly "taohnolo- 
gically ipBolallzBd". Thosa who conaldar agrloultural worK "lelf-rBallzlng" 
and "apaclalliad" opt for agrloulturB, eithir by going to work in it imma- 
dlately. or by taking asrarlan studies. Those who hnve davilopsd an oppoil 
te opinion of agrloultural work are orisntatBd towarda Induitrial jobi in- 
stead. Thirdly, those who are ortsntatod towards studlei leading to Jobs In 
thB tertiary sector, or who axprass a gsneral dsslre to study, occupy an 
Intentiadiate and non-conditioning position with regard to the imaga of agri 
eultural work. 

The oondltlonings are very olBar. They are oonnsotid, both In tendency 
and for the oondltioning componants of agrlGUltural work, with thosa sxpra^i 
sad by the young pBOpls of Trevlso In their oholosi. 

But ths discrimination in thslr ohoioas is rroda only by the perception 
Of agricultural work, and not by that of work in industry. This means that 
the semantlo connotations of the concept of "work in industry" do not mo- 
tivate the prsferBnoe for auoh Jobs for thalr am sake, i.e. for tha graatar 
or lesser "spsolalizatlan". "physical labor", and "self -realization" ImpllBd 
by them, 

(3) The adoleacants of Latlna CFiguras 8 and 7) arm slgnifieantly In- 
fluancod In thalr chotcaB by their peroeption of the grsatBr or lessor 
"fatlguingnass" both of agricultural and of industrial labor. Moraover, 
they are motivated by the differont remunQrativenasi of the fontiBr and the 
different dsgrea of "BBlf-reallzation'' of the lattsr. 

They are conditioned by their parcsption of agricultural work in tha 
following manner. Those who oonsidar it "fairly" rsmunarativs (and hence 
satisfying and secure) consider it also "vary" fatiguing CthBlr ohoica is 
"work in general"] j on ths contrary, those who consider it less fatiguing 
consider it also not very remunaratlve Cand hence not vary satisfying and 
aacure). This state of affairs (viz., the eontradiotory character attribu- 
ted to agrloultural warkJ influonooa their oholcQa in ways which cannot ba 
directly intBrpretadi in any case, those who choosi agriculture always 
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difference between those who wish to ga to work in the fislds Immediataly 
and those who prafer to become farmers afttr a period of studyi the former 
DonBlder agricultur© much mors ramuneratlve than the latter (who, perhapa 
becaUBi they are aware that It can be made more rOTuneratlve by furtfrerpre 
paratlon, ohoose to attend agrarian instltutia) , 

The "fatigulngness" t "physical strength-) of industrtal work Is the 
discriminating factor between thoae adolescents orlentatid towards agrarian 
or tertiary studies or Jobs from those who are thlnKlng of industrial stu- 
dies or Jobs, or who Indicate only a general desire to work or studyi the 
fornier oonslder it more fatiguing than the latter, 

(4J Lastly* the adolescQnts of Cosinza CFigures 8 and 9) are not eondl 
tloned in their choloes by the charaoteri sties of agrteultyral work resul- 
ting from the faGtsrlal analysiSi viz, "technological spiClallzation'S 
"physlaal strength" (f atigulngness] and "ielf-realizatlon" , Thus the choice 
of agriculture as a vooatlon may be Interprited as being based on Inetrumen 
tal rather than expressive motivatlDns* that is* as not being chosen for 
Its own aakei 

This Is further conflrrod by the fagt that the only aepect of agrlcul 
tural work which has any Influence on the choice is Its remuneratlvaness, 
consldBred also as a source of satisfaction and security. In short, those 
who wish to undertake agrarian studies, as woll as those who Indicate a 
general desire to study or who still do not know what to decide to do after 
having finished their obligatory schooling, consider agricultural work mor© 
remunerative than those who are directly ortented towards Induatrtlal studies 
or who indicate a general desire to work. 

What impresses and influences the choice of the adolescents of CosenEa 
is the "technological specialization" of Industrial work. Those orientated 
tQwards non-^agrlcultural vocations think it Is very specialized^ whllo those 
QrtLQntatgd towards, a Just as ImniedlatB emplo^fnent In agriculture consider 
IndUitrlal work not very specialized. All the other cholcee are located 
bitween these two eKtremss in the evaluation of the dagree of specialisation 
Q of industrial work. n a 
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Figure 3 - Tha cheloes made by the adoleaeenta of Trevlao on the baals of 
the crltirlo of aelf-reaUzatlon and physical Btr@ngth (fatiguln 
gnssi) implltd by agricultural work *" 
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Legend of the chalDsa s 
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- fm cholQsi made by the adolsacQntB of Trtviso on the basis of 
the criteria of aBif-reallzatlon and physical stren|tN Cfatl- 
gulngnessJ Implied by Industrial work 
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Figure S - The choioaa made by the adt- jsoents of Rigglo E. on the bails of 
the crltsrla of self-realization and taohnologlcal specialization 
impllad by flgrioultural worK 
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Figura B 
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ThQ choicos made by the adoloscsnta of Latina en the basis of the 
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Figure 7 - The choices mads by the adolescents of Latlna on thQ basis of 

the criteria of sQlf-roallzatlnn and Dhysical strength ffatigulng 
ness) Impliad by industrial work 
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* The chQices madQ by the adolescents of Cosenza on the basis of 
the criteria of rpmunBratlvenesi and security implied by agil- 
cultural work and by industrial work 
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Figure 9 - The choicia made by the adDlysGonte of CasGnza on the basis of 
the criteria of self-realizatlan and tachnologi yal speclaliza-^ 
tion implied by industrial work 
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6* ConcluBlons 

To eum up, these vocational images condition the adolescents- Qholces 
according to madols which are modifiod c:b one pasBefi from the northern pi^Q-- 
N/inces to the cQntral-southrirn ones, from the more mcdorn onee to the; more 
tr-Dditional onGs* Thue^ at Troviso and at Reggio Emilia the choice or a voca 
tion Cimmediate or future), whether in agriculturo or in industry Cor in an 
Intermediate tertiary position) is motivateU by the peraor?jl self -realization 
it can □fferj secondly^ the dsgroe of fatiguing physical labor required Is 
important for the young people of Treviao, while the apecialiEailon Cof agri-^ 
cultural work) is conditioning for those of Reggie Emilia, There is no doubt 
that their choices are fundamentally Influenced by "achievement" which de-^ 
t ermines success in economic action* nds is even clearer at Reggio Emiliai 
where even the degree of specialization" of agricultural worK is a diacri- 
minating factor in deDiding fur or against this type of activity. 

In the central ^southern provinyes, the choicer are rooted in concrete 
and instrumental aspects of agricyltural or industrial worK* In factj at La- 
tina the degree of fatiguing physical labor raquired in agricultural or indu 
atrial work is the deciding factor in the choices , For the young people of 
Cosenzaj the choices are still QOnditioned by instrumental aspects of the 
job examined J viz., the spscielizatlon of industrial work and the remunerati 
veness of agrinultural work. 

The conclusion sestis substantially justified that in these last two 
social environments the choicej whether for agriculture or not* is based on 
instrumental motivations which are both eKtornal and internal to the Job it 
eelf, as wall as to the "self -rBallzation*' that it pBrmitSi 
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